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blood. The same may be said of the brain; and suffusion
of blood on the brain may have been caused by apoplexy,
under the influence of which the deceased may have fallen
into the water. As regards water in the lungs, a case is
recorded of a boy who died from drowning, in which none
of the visible signs, commonly attributed to drowning.,
were found, and there was no congestion of any of the viscera.
As regards the mucous froth, it must be remembered, that,
owing to exposure after having been taken out of the water,
or owing to the incautious manner in which the body was
handled, as, for instance, with the head downwards, liquid
passing out of the lungs may have removed it. As regards
external symptoms, great care should be taken in observing
the hands when the body is removed, because the fact of
their being clenched and containing grass, weeds or sand,
may prove conclusively that the death occurred after sub-
mersion, if, as before remarked, such grass, weeds, &c., is
similar to that found in the water.

In the case of death before submersion, it is very rare
that water finds its way into the stomach after the body
has been placed in the water; but the absence of water from
the stomach is not conclusive that death occurred prior
to submersion. If, after submersion, the drowning man
does not rise to the surface, it is exceedingly probable that
little or no water will be found in the stomach. The water
is swallowed when the person rises to the surface and
gasps for air, but if asphyxiation takes place below the
surface, it is quite possible that no water will be swallowed,
since with asphyxiation the power of swallowing ceases.
This has been ascertained from experiments made upon
animals.
Accidental             The greater number of these deaths are of women, which
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suicides.            1S only natural, since they are the persons who draw water*

It is also only to be expected, considering the extremely
dangerous manner in which women and young girls are to
be seen every day standing poised on two out-jutting stones,,
and pulling up a heavy chatty of water, that there should be
many accidents; but still, allowing for all this, thcro is little